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A SENSE OF HUMUS
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COMPOSTING WITH THE
CLASSIC COMPOSTER

LE SENS DE ’HUMUS

VOTRE MANUEL DE COMPOSTAGE
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What is Composting?

Everyone knows that composting is Mother Nature's way of recycling by transforming natural nutrients of waste
organic matter into useable nutrition for all plants.

The SOILSAVER " Classic Composter turns kitchen and yard waste into dark, nutrient-rich, earth smelling soil.
It you have a garden. lawn, trees, shrubs or even plant boxes, you can use this valuable compost to improve the soil
and the plants.

Why should I Compost?

First, it's easy. Second, by using compost you return organic matter to the soil in a useable form. Humus in the soil improves
plant growth by:
* helping to breakdown heavy clay soils.
¢ adding water and nutrient-holding capacily to sandy soil, and
¢ adding essential nutrient to any soil.
Rich organic soil helps produce healthy plants. Healthy plants help clean our air and conserve our soil.
Composting cuts down on your household garbage by recycling organic materials, In fact, if you're composting kitchen and yard
waste in addition to recycling newspaper, bottles and cans, you're cutting your waste almost in half!
[t all your neighbors did this too, it would dramatically reduce the amount of household garbage that's choking our landfill sites.

How to start your Composter

Spread approximately 4" of carbon materials such as twigs, straw or dry leaves over the bottom. If these aren't readily available
you can rake up dry materials from under hedges, shrubs or the flower garden.

Over this spread a couple of shovel fulls of earth from your garden. Then start adding your kitchen waste or cuttings from the
garden. It is as casy as that,

What can I Compost?
One-third of your houschold garbage can be composted!

Yard wastes such as fallen leaves. grass clippings, weeds before they seed, and the remains of disease-free garden plants make
excellent compost,

You can also compost kitchen scraps such as fruit and vegetable peels and trimmings, egg shells, coffee grounds and filters, and
tea bags. Don’t compost meat, bones or fatty foods such as cheese, salad dressing or leftover cooking oil, as they may attract pests.

DO DON'T

YARD WASTE KITCHEN WASTE YARD WASTE KITCHEN WASTE
Leaves Fruit and vegetable matter Wet grass Meat, fats. bones, fish

Dry grass Egg shells (crushed) Dairy products

Weeds Tea bags, coffee grounds Cooking oil

Garden plants and filters

Soft plant stems

How do I Compost?

The composting process requires:
= organic material ° moisture
e air * 501l (optional)

The SOILSAVER" Classic creates rich compost when you alternate layers of organic waste, keep the material moist and
aerate it. It is helpful, although not essential, to add 1/2" layers of soil which contribute micro-organisms to the pile,
The SOILSAVER" Classic performs most efficiently and effectively when you follow these suggestions:

Chop waste into smaller bits.

To accelerate composting, begin with a layer of nutrient-rich material such as your own finished compost, bone meal or a
commercial starter (available at garden centers). Continue to layer kitchen waste, yard waste and soil until SOILSAVER®
Classic 1s full. It's important to use materials with a high carbon content such as leaves, as well as materials with a high nitrogen
content such as kitchen scraps and grass clippings. For more details, see page 3. Keep the material as moist as a squeezed-out
sponge. Occasional watering may be required to moisten the pile if it becomes too dry. Turn the material (at least four or five
times during the summer) with a pitchfork, shovel or compost turner so it's well aerated. You can turn the pile once a week but
more frequent turning will inhibit composting. Remove finished compost through the convenient doors at the base of the
SOILSAVER" Classic.



How long will it take to make Compost?

This will vary. 1t will depend on the size of your kitchen and
yard wastes, moisture ol material and the outside temperature.
With a SOILSAVER" Classic Composter, finished compost
can be produced in as little as two
months.

Will it smell?

A compost pile that is working well should not
have an unpleasant odor, unless the material s too
wet or too compacted. Turn the pile to allow it to

dry out a bit and to ensure that it is well acrated. ]
Adding dry organics such as autumn leaves can help 4 &R -

absorb excess moisture.

What is the best location for Composting?
Place the SOILSAVER" Classic on a level patch of earth in the sun, convenient to the house. Tt is important that the ground be
level so that the weight of the material is evenly distributed. If it is uneven, the lid won't fit.

Can I Compost pet waste?

No. Both dog and cat feces may contain organisms that can cause disease in humans.

Will Composting attract animals?
To lessen this risk:
+ When adding kitchen waste, either dig it in immediately or cover with soil. You may find it easier to collect food waste by
the kitchen sink in a plastic container with a lid for a few days before taking it out to the SOILSAVER" Classic,
* Do not add meat scraps, fat, bones, fish or dairy products to your compost pile,

Can I Compost wood ashes?
Yes, wood ashes that are cold and soaked in water from a fireplace or stove are a good source of potash. It is best to add many
thin layers as the potash leaches out. Do not compost charcoal or coal ashes.

How can I discourage flies?
Dig in food waste each time you add it, or cover it with a little soil.

Can I Compost weeds?
To prevent contaminating the soil with weed seeds, do not put ripened weeds in the compost heap. If the weeds are green and
the seeds have not matured, they may be safely added to the SOILSAVER " Classic.

What about grass clippings?

Grass is about 60% water and 40% cellulose and packs into dense layers, which limits oxygen penetration. The net result is an
anaerobic condition, producing terrible odors.

Clippings should be left to dry for a day, or until they turn brown (but not completely dried out). Add them in layers of 6" to the
SOILSAVER" Classic, or mix 50-50 with last year's leaves.

To avaid overloading your SOILSAVER " Classic with grass clippings, double mow or use a mulching lawn mower leaving the
clippings where they fall. This will add nutrients to your lawn, lowering the need for chemical fertilizers.

What can I do with leaves?
If you are lucky enough to have lots of leaves you can make a superior compost and leaf mould. I[deally, the
leaves should be saved to be mixed in with the nitrogen-rich grass clippings and weeds in the spring and
summer. Leaves form the correct balance for superior compost, being high
in carbon.
Excess leaves kept [rom the fall decompose into fluffy, dark brown
leaf mould with that lovely carthy aroma you find on the forest tloor,
Leaf mould is ideal for weed control on flower beds and as a moisture-
retaining mulch, especially for long dry spells when plants need it most.
If you have too many to use yourself, put the excess out, for
municipal leal composting collection, or store for next season's composting.
You can reduce the volume of vour leaves 15 to 20 times by placing
them in an empty garbage bin and using an electric string trimmer to
chop them up. An equally successful volume reduction method is to
run your rotary lawn mower back and forth over the pile of leaves.




Can I Compost in winter?

For Winter composting. build a base of fall lcaves about twelve inches high at the bottom of the SOILSAVER" Classic. Continue
to add kitchen scraps all through the winter. The waste will freeze. breaking down the fibers,

In the spring add three shovelfuls of carth from vour garden and mix all the materials together. The decomposing process will
become active again.

Principles of Composting

This section is for those who would like a more thorough understanding of how composting works.

The compost pile is a teeming microbial farm. Bacteria start the process of decaying organic matter by breaking down plant tissuc.
Fungi and actinomyceles soon join the bacteria. Later in the cvcle. centipedes. millipedes, beetles and earthworms do their part.

Anything growing in your vard is potential food for these tiny decomposers. Carbon and nitrogen, from cells of dead plants and
decad microbes, fuel their activity. The micro-organisms use the carbon in leaves or woodier wastes as an energy sourse. Nitrogen
provides the microbes with the raw clement of protein to build their bodies.

Everything organic has a ratio of carbon to nitrogen (C:N) in its tissues: grass clippings, for example, have a C:N of 25, meaning
there are 25 parts of carbon to one part nitrogen.

Average C:N [or commonly composted materials are:
oak leaves 50 sawdust 150-300 pine needles 60-110
ash leaves 25 vegetable trimmings 15-25

The ideal C:N is around 30. The C:N need not be exact, and yvou are unlikely to have a precise way o measure it anyway. [f you
are having problems with vour compost pile, however, it may be because you have too little of one type of material. If. for example.
you have mostly materials which are high in carbon, such as sawdust or dry leaves. composting may be very slow. You can specd
things up by mixing in materials high in nitrogen such as grass clippings or kitchen scraps.

If your pile is giving off an odor of ammonia, the problem may be an excess of materials high in nitrogen. Simply add some high
carbon materials. Layering can be uscful in arriving at the correct proportions, but a complete mixing of ingredients is preferable
for the composting process.

Surface area

The more surface area micro-organisms have to work on, the taster the materials are decomposed. It's like a block of ice in the
sun - slow to melt when it's large, but melts very fast when broken into smaller picces.

Chopping vour garden wastes with our compost turner or a shovel or running them through a shredding machine or lawn mower
will speed their composting.

Volume
A large compost pile will insulate itsell and hold the heat of microbial activity. It's center will be warmer than its edges. Smaller
piles will have trouble holding heat. Larger piles won't allow enough air to reach the microbes at the center.

Moisture and Aeration

All life on earth needs a certain amount ol water and air to sustain itself - even the microbes in the compost pile. They function
best when the compost materials are about as moist as a wrung-out sponge, and arc provided with many air passages. Extremes of sun
or rain can adversely affect this moisture balance.

Time and temperature

The faster the composting, the hotter the pile. 1f you use materials with a proper C:N ratio. provide a large amount of surlace arca
and a big enough volume, and see that moisture and acration are adequate, you will have a hot, fast compost (hot enough to burn your
hand).

Keep your Composter Composting
OPTIMAL CONDITIONS

Composting requires about two cubic feet of equal portions of grass. leaves. plant and vegetable trimmings. all chopped up,
moistened and thoroughly mixed to cause

pile to heat. Outside temperature must be Compost Moist Dry Wet Soggy
at least 10°C or 50°F. Usually takes 3-4 Condition (no smell) (no smell) _(smells) (smells)
days to heat up to maximum temperature. L too much
not enough in dircct fresh fruit rain or
MINIMAL CONDITIONS Problem nitrogen sun and no skins, rinds. excessive
L . i i material new materials bruised fruit \\'a{c]'ing
When conditions are improper, the added -
temperature won't rise and composting is or vegetables
inhibited. It's easy to gel your composter add nitrogen add cnough ad whavelfid turn pile to
working at its maximum. You can add materials like water to of d]lw,. il aerate and
small quantities if you can't gencrate two Solution grass cuttings. | dampen only 1 ddhi ' :1(1d qh;- dded
cubic feet of materials at one time: it just manure or an and add S“L,Vu ; N
takes a little longer to break down into organic nitrogen material feaves e
compost. ) activator if necessary
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SOILSAVER" Assembly Instructions
Parts List

Part # Description QTY Part # Description  QTY
1501 Solid Side 2 Lock Assembly
1502 Door Side 2 1509  Lock Posts 2
1503 Doors 2 1508 Lock Knob 2
1504 Lid Halves 2 1510 Caps 2
1505 1/4" Nylon 1507 Cover Handle 1

carriage Bolt & Hex

Nut Assembly 12

Lid assembly:
Remove Cover Handle (#1507) from Door Side, see illustration "A",

Insert Cover Handle into Lid Halves (£1504) and push two halves together.

Insert Nylon Carriage Bolts (#1505) into two inside holes and the two
outside holes on the lid and hand tighten nut, using tool supplied.
Lock assembly:

Insert Lock Post (#1509) from under side of lid and press Lock Knob
(#1508) onto top of Lock Post and snap into place. Push Cap (#1510)
into Knob Recess.

Side assembly:

All sides are interchangeable. Position Door Sides in convenient
location, Connect sides by putting the flat edge with the square indent
for the Nylon Carriage Bolt on the outside over the lip edge of adjoin-
ing side. Insert Nylon Carriage Bolt from outside and hand tighten bolt
onto nut. Repeat with each side until unit is complete. Tighten all nuts
firmly with tool supplied. by hand.

Nylon nuts and bolts:

Rust-proof nylon nuts and bolts are supplied so disassembly can
be done easily should accidental damage occur, or when old age
(after 25 years) requires a panel to be replaced and recycled.

SOILSAVER" Classic should, where possible. be placed in a sunny location. It is imperative also to place the SOILSAVER"™
Classic on level ground to prevent the sides from twisting as the unit is filled, this ensures that the lid will fit properly.
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25 -YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY

Soilsaver Inc. warrants Lo the original retail purchaser of the enclosed product that it is free from defects in materials or workmanship under normal use and
service for 25 vears from the date of original retail purchase. Under this Warranty, Soilsaver will repair, replace or, at its option, refund the purchase price of
the product or any part which Seilsaver determines is defective. No agent. representative, dealer or employee of Soilsaver has the authority to increase or
alter the provisions of this Warranty, This Warranty will not apply to any product which has been subject to misuse. repair modification or improper
assembly or storage.
THIS WARRANTY IS THE EXCLUSIVE WARRANTY WITH RESPECT TO THE ENCLOSED PRODUCT. SOILSAVER MAKES NO. AND
HEREBY DISCLAIMS ALL OTHER, WARRANTIES WITH RESPECT TO THE PRODUCT, ANY WARRANTY [IMPLIED BY OPERATIONS OF
LAW, INCLUDING. BUT NOT LIMITED TO, ANY IMPLIED WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR
PURPOSE(S) SHALL BE LIMITED TO THE ONE-YEAR PERIOD AFTER THE DATE OF THE ORIGINAL RETAIL PURCHASE. SOILSAVER
SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES FOR BREACH OF THIS WARRANTY OR ANY OTHER
WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, WHATSOEVER.
To receive Warranty service, proof of purchase must be presented in the form of a sales receipt or other positive proof that the Product is within the
Warranty period. For Warranty service. notify the Customer Service Department of Soilsaver Inc. at (905) 372-6183. If directed by Sotlsaver, return the
defective part. shipping prepaid, 10:

Customer Service Department

Soilsaver Inc.

P.O. Box 129

Cobourg. Ontario, Canada

KOA 411

Some States do not allow limitations on how long an implied warranty lasts. so the above limitation may not apply to you. Some States do not allow the

n or mitaton or incidental or consequential damage. so the above limitation or exclusion may not apply to you. This Warranty gives vou specific
and you may also have other rights which vary from State to State.

LING BEGINS AT HOME.

GARANTIE LIMITEE DE 25 ANS

Soilsaver Ing. garantit 4 I'acheteur au détail d origine de ce produit que ce dernier est exempt de vices de fabrication ou de matériau, et qu’il le restera
pendant 25 ans a compter de la date de "achat au détail d’origine. a condition d’étre utilisé et maintenu de fagon normale. Au titre de la présente garantie.
Soilsaver s’engage a réparer ou & remplacer le produit ou toute picee jugée par elle défectueuse, ou a en rembourser le prix dachat, 4 son gré. Aucun agent,
représentant, détaillant ou employé de Soilsaver n’a d’autorité pour augmenter ou modifier les dispositions de la présente garantie.
La présente garantie ne concerne pas les produits soumis a une utilisation abusive, des réparations, des modilications, un mauvais assemblage ou un
entreposage inadequat, ) o
LA PRESENTE GARANTIE EST LA SEULE GARANTIE EMISE A L'EGARD DE CE PRODUIT, SOILSAVER NE FAIT AUCUN AUTRE
GARANTIE ET DESAVOUE TOUTE AUTRE GARANTIE EMISE A L'EGARD DE CE PRODUIT. TOUTE GARANTIE DECOULANT DE
L'ACTION DES LOUS. Y COMPRIS SANS LIMITATION TOUTE GARANTIE IMPLICITE DE COMMERCIALISATION OU DE CONVENANCE A
UNE OU PLUSIEURS FINS PARTICULIERES, EST LIMITEE A UNE PERIODE D'UN AN A COMPTER DE LA DATE DE L'ACHAT AU DETAIL
DORIGINE. SOILSAVER NE SAURAIT ETRE TENUE POUR RESPONSABLE D'AUCUN DOMMAGE-INTERET SECONDAIRE OU INDIRECT
EMANANT DE LA RUPTURE DE CETTE GARANTIE OU DE TOUT AUTRE GARANTIE. QU'ELLE SOIT EXPLICITE OU IMPLICITE.
Pour bénéficier du service au titre de la garantie, on doit présenter une preuve d’achat sous dorme de bulletin de vente ou autre preuve effective que le
produit est encore couvert par la garantie.
Pour obtenir le service au litre de la garantie, appeler le service aprés-vente de Soilsaver Inc. au (905) 372-6183. Si Soilsaver demande qu’on retoume une
piéce défectuese, on I'envoic avec port payé i:

Service aprés-vente

Soilsaver Inc.

P.0O. Box 129

Cobourg. Ontario, Canada

K9A 4L1

Dans certaines juridictions, il n’est pas permis de limiter la durce d’une garantie implicite. 11 est done possible que la limitation ci-dessus ne vous concerne
pas. Dans certaines juridictions, il n’est pas permis d’exclure ou de limiter les dommages-intéréts secondaires ou indirects. Il est done possible que la
limitation ou I'exclusion ci-dessus ne vous concernent pas. Cette garantie vous accorde des droits légaux spécifiques, mais vous pouvez également avoir
d’autres droits qui varient d’une juridiction a I'autre.
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Cover - 100% post consumer Text - 100% reeycled 15% post consu

Curd - 50% recycled 10% post consumer Environmentally sate ink.
Couverture - TH0% de matigres reevelées, dont 100% apres consommation Carte - 30% de matieres recyelées, dont 10% aprés consemmation Enere sans danger pour I'environnement,



