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ASENSE OFHUMUS
YOUR GTITDE TO

COMPOSTING WITH TIIE
CLASSIC COMPOSTER

LE SENS DE L'HUMUS
VOTRE MANTJEL DE COMPOSTAGE

AU MOYEN DU
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l|/hat is Composting?
Everyone knows that composting is Mother Nature's way of recycling by transfoming natural nutrierts olwaste

organic matter into useable nutrition lor all plants.
The SoILSAVERn Classic Composter tums kitchen and yard waste into dark, nutrient-rich, earth smelling soil.

Ilyou have a garden, lawn, trees, shmbs or even plant boxcs, you can lse this valuable compost to improve the soil
and the plants.

Why should I Compost?
. Fint, it's easy Sccond, by using compost you return organic matter to the soil in a useable form. Humus in the soil improves

plant growth by:
. helping to breakdown heavy clay soils.. adding watcr and nutricnt-holding capacity to sandy soil, and. adding essential nulrient to any soil.

Rich organic soil helps produce healthy plants. Healthy plants help cleanourairand conser-ve oursoil.
Composting cuts down on your household garbage by rccycling organic materials. In fact, ifyou're composting kitchen and yard

waste in addition to recycling newspaper, bottles and cans, you,re cutting your waste almost in h;fl
Ifall your neighbors did this too, it would dramaticallv reduce the amount ofhousehold garbage that,s choking our landhll sites.

How to stari your Composter
Spread approximately 4" ofcarbon materials such as twigs, straw or dry leaves over thc bottom. Ifthese aren't readily available

you can rakc up dry materials fron undcr hedges, shrubs or the flower gardcn.
Over this spread a couple of shovel fulls of earth from your garden. Then start arlding your kitchan waste or outtings ftom the

garden. It js as casy as that.

What can I Compost?
One-third olyour household garbagc can be composted!
Yard wastes such as fallcn leaves, grass ciippings, rveeds before thcy seed, and the rcmains ofdisease-free garden plants make

cxcellent compost.
You can also compost kitchen scraps such as f'ruit and vegetable peels and trimmings, cgg shells, coffec grounds and filters, and

tea bags Don't compost meat. boncs or thtty loods such as chcese, salad dressing or liftovcr cooking oil, a; they may attract pests.

DO DOI{'T
YARD WASTE
Leaves
Dry grass
Weeds
Garden plants
Soft plant stems

How do I Compost?
The composting proccss requires;

. organic material

. air

KITCHEN WASTE
Fruit and vegetable matter
Egg shells (cmshed)
Tea bags, coft'ee grounds
and filters

. molsture

. soil (optional)

YARD WASTE
Wet grass

KTTCHENWASTE
Meat, fats, bones, fish
Dairy products
Cooking oil

The SOILSAVERo Classic creates rich compost when you altemate layers of organic waste, keep the mate al moist and
aerate it. It is helpful, although not essential. to add 1/2" lavers ofsoil which contribute micro-organisms to the pile.

The SOILSAfER@ Classii performs most efficientiy anrl effectively when you foilow these siggestions:

Chop rvaste into smaller bits,

To accelerate composting, bcgin with a layer ofnutricnt-rich material such as your own finished compost, bone meal or a
commercial staller (available at garden centels). Continue to layer kitchen waste, yard waste and soil uniil sbltsavEna,
Classic is fllll. Itrs impoftant to use materials with a high carbon contenl such as leaves, as well as materials with a high nitrogen
contcnt suchaskitchen scraps and grass clippings. For more details, see page 3. Keep the material as moist as a squeized-ou1
sponge Occasional watering may be rcquired to moisten the pilc if it becomes too dry Tum the material (at least four or five
times during the sunmer) with a pitchfork. shovel or compost tumer so it's well aerated. You can tum the pile once a week but
more frequent-tuning will inhibit composting. Remove linished compost through the convenient doors at the base ofthe
SOILSAVERn Classic.



How long will it take to make Compost?
This will vary. It will depcnd on the size ofyour kitchen and

yard wastes. moisture of mate ai and the outsicle tcmperaturc.
With a SOILSAVERe Classic Composter. finishcd compost
can be produced in as little as two
months.

Will it smell?
A compost pile that is r','orking rvell should no1

have an unpleasant odor, unless the material is too
wet or too oompacted. Turn the pile to allow it to
dry out a bit ard to ensurc that it is well aerated.
Adding dry organics such as autumn leaves can help
absorb excess moistule.
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Llthat is the best location ;fbr Composting?
Placc the SOILSAVERi"T Classic on a level patch of ei,th in thc sun, convenient to the house. Itis impoflant that the ground be

level so that the $'eight of the material is cvcnly distributed. lf it is uneven. the lid won't fit.

Can I Compost pet waste?
No. Both dog and cat feces may contain organisms that can causc disease in humans.

Wll Composting attract animals?
To lessen tbis r isk:

' When adding kitchen u'astc, cithcr dig it in inmediately or cover wilh soil. You may find it easier to collect lood waste by
the kitchen sink in a plastic containsr r.ith a lid for a 1i:rv days bcfore taking it out to the SOILSAVER! Classic.

. Do not add meat scraps. fat, bones. fish or dairy products to your conpost pile.

Can I Compost wood ashes?
Yes, wood ashes that are cold and soaked in rvater fiom a fircplace or slove are a good source ofpotash. It is best to add many

thin layers as the potash leaches out. Do not compost charcoal or coal ashes.

How can I discourage flies?
Dig in tbod rvaste each time yoLr add it. or cover it with a little soil.

Can I Compost weeds?
To prevent contaminating thc soil ivith *cccl sccds. do not pu1 ripcncd weeds in the compost heap. Ilthe u'eeds are green and

the seeds have not matured. they may be safcly adcled to the SOILSAVERE Classic.

What about grass clippings?
Grass is about 60% watcr and 40(% ccllulosc and packs into dense laycrs, which limits oxygen penetration. The net result is an

anaerobic condilion, producing tclriblc odors.
Clippings should be lcft to dry fol a day, or until they tum brown (but not complctcly dried out). Add them in layers of6" to the

SOILSAVERiT Classic. or mix 5(!50 $,ith last year's leaves.
To avoid ovcrloadilg you SOILSAVER! Classic rvith grass clippings. double mow or use a mulching lawn mower leaving the

clippings where they lall. This rvill add nutrients to your lawn. lowerirg the reed for chemical fcrlilizers.

Ll/hat cun I do with leaves?
Ifyou are lucky enough to havc lots oflcaves you can make a stLpcrior compost and leafmould. ldeally, the

lcavcs should bc saved to be mixed in with the nitrogen-rich grass clippings and weeds in the spring and
summer. Lcavcs forn the coffect balance fbr superior compost. being high
in carbon.

Excess leaves kept frorn the f'all decompose into 11ufly, dark brown
leaf nould with that lovcly carlhy aronra you find on the lorest floor
Leaf mould is ideal for weed control on flou'er bcds and as a moisture-
retaining mu1ch, especially fol long dry spells when piants need it most.

Ifyou have too many to use youlscll', put the exccss out, tbr
municipal lcafconipostilg collection, or store for next season's composting.

You can rcducc the volume olyour leaves l5 to 20 times by placing
then] in an emply garbage bin and using an electric stdng trimmer to
cl'rop then'r rip. An equally successful volume reduction ntethod is to
run your r-otary lawn morvcr back and forth over the pile olleaves.



Can I Compost itr winter?
For'\\:intcr composting- build a base ol'fhll lr-'ares about t*clle incht's high at thc bottom ol'the SOILSAVEI{* Classic. ('ontinue

to add kitchcn scnrps allthrough tl'rc \\ intcr. l'hc u'astc r ill lieczc. bleaking clol'n thc iibcrs.

bcconrc actir.' again.

Principles of Compostittg
Th is scct ion is fbr thosc t ho rvoLr ld likc a mo re thoroush unrle rstantling o l lro\\ conrposling \\'orks.
Thc conrpost pile is l tecrring nricrobial tir'rn. Bacteria staft the proccss ol'decaying organic mattcr by brcaking dorvn plant tissLrc.

Fungi and actinomycetcs soon.join the bacter.ia. Lalcrin lhcc1clc. ccntipedcs. rnillipedcs. bectles and eafih\\'onr'rs do theirpafi.
Anything grorving in 1'oul yard is potcntial lix)d lbr these linl decorttposcrs. C arbon lnd nitrogen. lronr cells ofdcad plants and

providcs thc nricrobcs u ith l hc ra\\ clerrclt of plotcin to bu ild thcir bocl ies.

Evcrthing oranic has a ratio ol'carbon tr) rilr'ogell (C:N) in its tissucs: grlss clippings. loI exaurplc, havc a (:N o1 25. nreaning
therc rrre l: firn. ol'rilhi'n lo,'rrc filfl nrlB".rc .

Avcraee ( ;N lif corrnronlv composted mate] ia1s arc:

Thc ideal C:N is around 30. Thc C:N necd not bc cxact. rnd vou alc Lrnlikely to have a prccise wxy to nrcasure it arryrvay. lfyou

things up by rrixing in nratcrirrls high in nitrogcn such as grass clippinls or kilchen scraps.
Ifvour pile is giving otlan odor ofanrnonia. the problem may be rn exccss ofDraterials hir:h in nitrogcn. Simpll,acld sonre high

lbr the conlposting proccss.

Surface area
Thc more surtace area micro-organisnrs halc to \\'olk on. the lilslcr thc rnalcrials arc dccornposed. It's Iikc a irlock of ice in the'

sun - slo\\ to nlelt whcn it's largc. but rlclts Ycrl last rvhen brokcn into snrallcr picccs.

\\'ill spe!-d thcir corrposting.

Volume

piles rvill harc troLrble holdins heat. Largc.r pilcs uon't allorr enough air to rcach thc Irricrobcs at thc ccnler.

Moisture ancl Aerutiotl

or rain can aclvclsely af1'cct tlris lnoisture balancc.

Tinte and tentperature

hand).

Keep your Composter Composting
OPTIMAL CONDITIONS

Composting rccluires about t\\.o cubic l'cct ofequal pofiions oi grtrss. lca\cs. plant ard vcgetable trinrmings. all choppcd rrp.

rnoistencd and thoroughly mixcd 1o cause
pile to heat. Outsidc tenpcraturc n]ust be
at least l0"C or 50'F. Usually takes 3-4
days to heat up to nlaxilrlum lcmpelflture.

MINIMAL CON..DITIONS
Whcn conditions are impropcr. thc

tcn)perillurc worr't ri.t .rrrcl comnustrrl! ii
irhibilcd. I1's easy to get youl conrposter
working at i1s maximurr. You can add
srnall quantities ifyou can't gencratc t\\o
cubij r'eel {'inrrlcri.rls rrt,-rnc tirre: it.r-r.t
takes a lilllc longcr to brcak dorvn into
conrpost.

oak learcs 50 saudust 150-500
ash leavcs 25 r.e-uetablc tr.imnrinss l5-25

pinc neeclles 60- 1 1 0
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S O I L S AVE R' A s s emb ly Instru ctio ns
Parts List

Part # Description OTY
1501 Solid Side 2

1502 Door Side 2

1503 Doors 2

150,1 Lid tlalvcs 2

1505 I /,1" Nl lon
caniage Bolt & Hex
Nut Assembly 12

Lid usembly:
Rcmovc Cover Handle (#1507) from Door Side, see illustration "A",

Insert Covcr Handlc into Lid Halves (#1504) and pusb two halves together.
Insert Nylon Cariage Bolts (#1505) into two insidc holes and the two

outside holes on the lid and hand tighten nut, using tool supplied.
Lock sssenblj':

Inscd Lock Post (#1509) from under side of lid and press Lock Knob
(+1508) onto top ofLock Post and snap into placa. PushCap(#1510)
into Krob Recess.
Side assembly:

All sides are interchangeable. Position Door Sides jn convenient
location. Conrlect sldes by putting the flat edge r"'ith thc scluare indent
lor the Nylon Carriagc Bolt on the outside ovcr thc lip edge of adjoin-
ing sidc. lnsert Nylon Cariage Bolt frorn outside and hand tighter bolt
onto nut. Repeat with each side until unit is complete. Tighten all nuts
firrly rvitir tool supplied, by hand.
Nylon nuts and bolts:

Rust-proof nylon nuts and bolts arc suppiied so disassembly can
be donc easily should accidcntal damagc occur. or when old age
(aftcr 25 years) r'equircs a pancl to bc rcplaced and recycled.

Locstion:
SOILSAVhRJ'r Classic should, where possiblc. bc placed in a sunny location. lt is inpemtive also to place the SOILSAVER'{'

Classic on lcvcl ground to prevent the sides liorr t\"'isting as the unit is tilled, this ensures that the 1id u,ill fit properly.

Part # Descriotion OTY
Lock Assenbly

l509 Lock Posts 2
l50E Lock Knob 2
1510 Caps 2
1507 Cover Handle I
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