
How to Clean a Leather Office Chair? 

 

Leather office chair is not only a practical furniture in the office, but also the key to show 

personal taste and professional image. Proper maintenance not only allows the chair to be used 

for a longer period of time, but also to maintain its comfort and beauty. Regular cleaning and 

maintenance of leather office chairs not only prevents the leather from cracking and fading, but 

also avoids the accumulation of dust and stains. My advice, dust your leather office chair weekly 

and use the right leather care products regularly so that it stays in top condition. 

 

1. List of Supplies for Cleaning Leather Office Chairs 

 Soft fabric or microfiber towel 

Used to remove dirt and light stains without scratching the leather surface. Lint-free microfiber 

towels are recommended as they do not leave lint or scratches. 

 

  Vacuum cleaner with brush attachment 

Can effectively suck up dust and debris from leather crevices. Choose a soft bristle brush head to 

avoid scratching the leather. 

 

  Leather cleaner (commercial or homemade) 

Cleaners designed for leather can remove stubborn stains without damaging the leather. 

Homemade cleaners often use natural ingredients such as white vinegar or lemon juice. 

 

  Leather Conditioner 

Used to moisturize leather after cleaning to prevent dryness and cracking and prolong the life of 

the leather. Conditioner also restores the shine of the leather. 

 

  Distilled Water 

Mixed with a leather cleaner, it reduces limescale and protects leather from hard water. 

 

  Mild soaps 

If you choose to make your own cleaner, you can use mild soap as a base ingredient and mix it 

with water to remove stains effectively. 

 

2. Leather office chair pre-cleaning preparation 

Before cleaning begins, test the cleaner in a small, inconspicuous area to make sure it won't 

damage the leather. This step is important to protect your office chair, as some cleaners may 

contain ingredients that are harmful to the leather. First, dust with a dry cloth to remove dust and 

loose dirt from the surface. Then, clean the chair with a vacuum cleaner with a brush head to 

remove more loose stains and debris. This will ensure that the surface of the chair is free of any 

hard particles that could scratch the leather before using a wet cleaner. 



3. Leather office chair cleaning process 

 Step 1: Dusting and Vacuuming 

Clean dust and loose stains from the surface of the chair with a vacuum cleaner with a soft brush 

head attachment. Make sure to clean the crevices and folds of the chair as these areas tend to 

accumulate dirt. This step will prevent scratching the leather during the cleaning process. 

 

 Step 2: Prepare the cleaning solution 

You can use a commercial leather cleaner, or you can make a homemade cleaner by mixing mild 

soap and water. If using a homemade cleaner, make sure the soap is completely dissolved in 

water. 

 

 Step 3: Test the cleaning solution 

Before you start a full cleaning, test the cleaning solution on an inconspicuous part of the chair to 

make sure it won't damage the leather. 

 

 Step 4: Clean the leather surface 

Dip a soft cloth or sponge into a small amount of cleaning solution and gently wipe the surface of 

the leather. Work in small sections from top to bottom, lifting dirt and oil stains with circular 

motions, taking care not to rub excessively. 

 

 Step 5: Leather Care 

After cleaning, you can choose to moisturize the leather with Leather Conditioner to keep it soft 

and prolong its life. Depending on the type and use of the leather, care may be required every 3-6 

months. 

 

4. Leather office chair maintenance 

Depending on the type of leather, you may need to use a leather conditioner every 3-6 months, 

which will help keep your chair soft and flexible. Regularly checking your chair for signs of 

damage or wear and repairing it in a timely manner will extend the life of your chair. 

 

To keep your leather chair in perfect condition, keep it out of direct sunlight as this will prevent 

fading and cracking. Remember not to place sharp objects on the chair to avoid scratching or 

cutting the leather. 

 

5. Cleaning up common faults in leather office chairs 

Dealing with Fading and Discoloration 

When I noticed that my leather office chairs were starting to fade and discolor, I realized that it 

could be due to prolonged exposure to sunlight, moisture, chemicals, or wear and tear. Here are 



some suggestions that I have tried and found to be effective: 

 

 Avoid direct sunlight:  

I've found that prolonged exposure to sunlight can make the leather brittle and cause the color to 

fade, so I try to keep my office chairs out of direct sunlight. 

 Cleaning and Maintenance: 

I regularly clean the leather with a mild leather cleaner and a soft cloth, which removes stains 

and prevents further fading of the color. 

 Using leather care products:  

There are restorers on the market that are specifically designed for fading and discoloration of 

leather, I have used them a few times and feel that they can help to restore the color and luster 

of the leather. 

 Regular maintenance:  

I use leather care oils or emollients every few months and feel that they can help keep the 

leather soft and colorful. 

 

6. Fixing small cracks and tears 

Small cracks and tears can lead to more serious damage if left untreated. I've tried a few methods 

myself and found them to be effective, so I'm sharing them: 

 Cleaning the leather:  

Before fixing it, I thoroughly clean the surface of the leather with a leather cleaner, making sure 

to remove all dirt and stains. 

 Use a leather repair kit:  

I bought a leather repair kit that contains all the tools and materials needed to repair small cracks 

and tears and it is very easy to use. 

 Fillers and Coatings:  

For deeper cracks, I filled them with leather filler and then repaired them with a matching leather 

coating, which worked well. 

 Sanding and coloring:  

After the repair is complete, I lightly sand the leather surface and recolor it to match the original 

color and it looks almost like new. 



7. Conclusion 

Cleaning and maintaining a leather office chair is actually quite simple, and this will ensure that 

the chair lasts a long time and stays looking great. By following the steps in this guide, you can 

easily deal with everyday dirt and stains and keep your chair in tip-top shape all the time. Regular 

maintenance and taking a few preventative measures will not only protect your investment, but 

also provide comfortable and stylish seating for years to come. Trust me, it's definitely worth it to 

take the time to take care of it. 

 

8. Leather Office Chairs Frequently Asked Questions 

 How often should I clean my leather office chair? 

In general, it is a good habit to clean your leather office chair once a week to keep it looking good 

and to extend its life. If there are visible stains or dirt on the chair, I will address them 

immediately. For deeper cleaning or stubborn stains, it is recommended to do this at least once a 

year. 

 Can I clean my leather chair with water? 

Yes, I usually clean leather chairs with water and a mild soap solution. However, make sure the 

fabric is only slightly damp and not overly wet, as too much moisture may damage the leather. 

 What if my chair gets scratched? 

If the chair has minor scratches, I would gently apply a little olive oil or a special leather repair oil 

to the scratches. For deeper scratches, you may need to use a leather filler or call a professional 

to fix them. 

 Is it safe to use vinegar on leather? 

White vinegar can be used to clean leather furniture, but be sure to use it diluted, like one part 

vinegar to two parts water. I would test it on an inconspicuous area first to make sure it won't 

damage the leather. 

 How do I prevent my chairs from fading? 

To prevent the color of a leather chair from fading, I would try to avoid exposing it to sunlight for 

long periods of time. It is also helpful to use a leather conditioner to protect the color from fading. 

I would also clean it regularly with a leather-friendly cleaner and avoid placing the chair near heat 

sources to prevent the leather from drying out and fading. 
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